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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I May fay with Nehemiah, to the Nobles, Rulers, and reſt of this 

| Honourable Aſſembly ; The Work before us is great, Let us not 
be ſeparated upon the Wall one far from another, andour God 

will do for us. Our Religion, Church-Government, Publick' Safety, 
Laws and Liberties, are all at Stake ; and the Enemy is watching for 
- our halting in our Endeavours for eyery one of them : Yerif God coun- 
* tenance us, ſo that Duty be made plain, and we be helped to follow 
it, we are under the ProteCtion of a Prince, who is agreat Judge where 
' our true Intereſt lyes, and I am convinced, will frankly deal to us 
* Whatever, upon a juſt Claim, we ſhall apply for. 
* His Majeſties Printed InftruQtions for lait Seſſion, are plain Eviden- 
ces of His tender Regard of His People, and contain greater Conde- 
| ſcenſions, than we haye ſeen, or read of in the Reigns of any of our 
* Kings, for many Ages: Bur I truſt this new Dyet will compleart thar 
- Tranquillity, which we 1o impatiently wiſh and wait for: And that we 
| ſhall be engaged to ſay of His Majeſty, as the Queen of Sheba did of 

Solomon ; BTefſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to 
| ſet thee. onthe Throne, becauſe the Lord loved us, therefore made 
' he thee King to do Fudgment and Fuſtice. 
It were a tuitable Rerurn to His Majeſty, for the great things He hath 
- done for us, to repoſe an intire Truſtin Him, and evidence a trae Zeal 
for his Service; which in this Critical Time, as it would be moſt fatis- 
| bying, and engagipg to fo generous a Prince; ſoit would be of notable 
* Advantage to His and our Affairs. 
\ Were it not a ſeaſonable Part toguard againſt Prejudices towards one 
+ another, and when all is at Stake, to part with trivial Differences, (our 
| Enemies only reaping Adyantage by them) and to employ ourſelves to 
'the outmoſt, for the Settlement of our Church, the Defence of the King- 

dom, and the enacting of other good Laws, now under our Conſiderati- 
'0n: That we may comfortably and fully partake of the wonderful 
| Deliverance God hath wrought for us ? If 
* If in our laſt Seſſion we had begun at the Houſe of God, other things 
. might have framed better in our Hands; hath nor the Church fuffered 
tadly by our 'Differences ? And have not our Delays made the Work 
*more dithcult ? The Oppoſition at home, and Clamour abroad, had 
certainly been leſs, and many honeſt ſuffering Miniſters, c're now had 
| been hot Bron of their Pinches, if a Sue: Diſpatch had been made. 
*But whar if any remaining Obſtacle ſhouid prove a real Diſappointment 
+ in the eſtabliſhing of our Church, would not the Blame be lodged at 
| our own Door ? Someare atthe ſame Language that was ſpoken in FHag- 
$2r's Days ; The time is not come that the Lord's Houſe ſhould be bait : 
: To ſuch I ſhall give the Prophets Aniwer, 1s it time for you to dwell 
: 2 your cieled Houſes, and this Houſe ly waſte ? 
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We have occaſion with Ezra, to ole the Lord God of our Fa- 
thers, that the Stop is nor at the King's Door, but that he hath put 
{uch a Thing as this in his Heart, to beautify his Houle with that Mo- 
del, which thall be ſuited to the Inclinations of the People, which I 
truſt will be ſquared to the Pattern that was ſhewed in the Mount, and 
not merely regulated by human Policy. 

We are threatned by a foreign Enemy, our Country is infeſted at home, 
and the Kingdom fadly expoled to many great Inconyeniencies ; Whar 
ſhould become of us, if His Majeſty withdrew his ſpecial Protection, 
and we were left to the Rage of our Enemies ? Tho our Church were 
ſettled ro the greateſt Adyantage, and our other Grievances likewiſe re- 
drefied, the Nation caunot be tafe, without a Supply ſuitable to the 
preſent Exigency, | 

It is Matter of heavy Regrate, that ſo many are groaning under the 
Load of Forſcitures and Fines, and his Majeſty willing 10 relieve them, 
and as yet no Ifſne pur to thoſe defireable Purpoſes. 

May the Wiſdom and Goodnels of God fo ovyer-rule all our Coun-, 
ſels, that we be not impoied upon by falſe Notions of Things : Let nei- 
ther Partiality on the one ſide, nor Paſſion on the other, either kee 
up former Differences, or givea riſe to new ones, leſt it be ſaid ofus, 
as was ſpoke by &zra upon the like occaſion, And after all that is 
come upon us for our evil Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs, ſee- 
ing that thou our God ha(t puniſhed us leſs than-our Iniquities de- 
ſerve, and haſt giuen us ſuch Deliverance as this, ſhould we again | 
break thy Commandments 

. Whatmy Lord Commiſſioner ſpoke the other Day, was delivered to. 
ſuch Advantage, that any Enlargement I could make on it, would be 
like a raſh Tauch of a Pencil, by an unskilful Hand, upon a compleat 
Picture; So I forbear every Thing of that Kind. 

It is beyond Debate, that in this honourable Aſſembly, the Hearts 
of a great many are very waun to His Majeſty, and that His, tho at 
a diſtance from us, is no leſs filled with Thoughts of Fayour to'us: So 
if the Reſult of our Counſels be not comfortable to ourſelves, and of 
National Advantage, I am afraid, the preſent Opportunity of doing 
well, if neglected, fhall prove a heavy Charge agaiult us, in the Day 
of our Accounts. | 

Bur as the Lord's Hand hath been eminently ſfecn in every Step of | 
our late Eicape from Popery, and begun Reformation ; fo I truſt the 
Head-ſtone ſhall be put on with Shouting, and we ſhall in the Iſſue be *' 
forced to acknowledge, 7 hzs is the Lord's Doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our Eyes. 
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